
Funding the Best & Brightest
 

     The Brain Science Foundation’s Proven Model  
   for Funding and Driving Leading Edge Research

The Brain Science Foundation’s (BSF) objective is 
simple: provide funding for innovative, cutting-
edge brain tumor research. With a focus on 
primary brain tumors, the BSF funds seed projects 
not ordinarily qualified for more traditional 
means of funding. 

This funding philosophy allows researchers 
and clinicians to focus on the most promising 
scientific leads, enabling them to gather enough 
pilot data to attract additional funding beyond 
initial grants. BSF invests in new projects to 
promote promising research, accelerate clinical 
application, and expedite discoveries in the 
neurosciences.

Our grant program includes basic, clinical, 
and epidemiological research. BSF-supported 
research promises new diagnostic methods, 
treatments, and opportunities to improve the 
quality of patient care by:

�� Promoting the development of new 
knowledge about the brain and primary 
brain tumors, especially meningiomas; 

�� Accelerating the pace of translation from 
research to practice; 

�� Enhancing quality of patient care from early 
detection through post-surgical treatment. 

Overcoming Challenges, Mitigating Risk

Many funding institutions require a great 
deal of evidence to support funding a project. 
Otherwise, the risks are too great. As a result, 
projects with high potential can take several 
years to get off the ground.

We mitigate the risk of funding new, innovative 
research by using our close partnerships with 
some of the world’s leading institutions in cancer 
research and treatment. Our engaged Scientific 
Advisory Committee is composed of the top 
experts in the neurosciences. Hailing from 

Projects are evaluated on the 
following criteria:

�� Scientific merit 
�� Originality 
�� Future promise of investigator 
�� Likelihood completion 
�� Relevance to BSF mission 



Brigham & Women’s Hospital, Harvard Medical 
School, the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, and 
Children’s Hospital Boston. Members of the 
committee meet twice per year to discuss 
foundation priorities and evaluate research 
proposals. Many committee members are past 
recipients of BSF funding themselves.

The committee also provides its expertise 
in the semiannual monitoring of projects. 
Projects are typically funded for two years 
at $50,000 to $100,000 per year. Renewal 
of ongoing work is considered for up to one 
additional year (the initial grant plus one 
subsequent year) based on accomplishments 
during the period of the initial grant. 
Preference is given to new grants over 
renewals.

Additionally supporting members who are 
committed to the Foundation’s mission for 
help in supporting several projects that need 
additional funding. Supporting members may 
choose to target their contributions toward a 
specific initiative and gain exclusive access to 
project progress reports and fund balances. 

How it works

1.	 A call for proposals is released, usually in 
February.

2.	 Principal investigators seeking funding 
submit proposals via the BSF website.

3.	 The Scientific Advisory Committee meets 
and discusses the merits of each project 
and principal investigator, ranking them 
accordingly.

4.	 BSF staff and board members reach 
out to potential partners—individuals 
and foundations—to gauge interest in 
projects. Partners are invited to support 
individual projects or add to the overall 
pool of funds available for the grant year.

5.	 Finalists are invited to a BSF Board of 
Trustees meeting, open to potential 
partners, to present their projects.

6.	 The BSF board meets again to approve 
the budget for the next fiscal year, 
formally approving funding for a set 
number of projects.

7.	 Principal Investigators are notified of 
their award status, within two months of 
submission.

For more information about the Brain 
Science Foundation or to learn about 
investing in brain research, please 
contact:

Brain Science Foundation

148 Linden Street, Suite 303 | Wellesley, MA 
02482 
Tel: 781-239-2903 
info@brainsciencefoundation.org

	
  

 

 

 

 

 
Our Funding Approach 
The	
  Brain	
  Science	
  Foundation	
  stands	
  apart	
  by	
  focusing	
  its	
  
funding	
  on	
  research	
  to	
  deepen	
  our	
  knowledge	
  of	
  primary	
  
brain	
  tumors	
  to	
  find	
  a	
  cure,	
  improve	
  treatments,	
  and	
  in	
  
prevention.	
  The	
  Foundation	
  has	
  developed	
  and	
  monitors	
  a	
  
strategic,	
  highly	
  responsive	
  grant	
  program	
  that	
  includes	
  basic,	
  
clinical,	
  and	
  epidemiological	
  research.	
  Supported	
  research	
  
promises	
  new	
  diagnostic	
  methods,	
  treatments,	
  and	
  
opportunities	
  to	
  improve	
  the	
  quality	
  of	
  patient	
  care	
  by:	
  
	
  
 Promoting	
  the	
  development	
  of	
  new	
  knowledge	
  about	
  the	
  

brain	
  and	
  primary	
  brain	
  tumors,	
  especially	
  meningiomas;	
  	
  

 Accelerating	
  the	
  transition	
  from	
  research	
  to	
  practice;	
  	
  

 Enhancing	
  the	
  quality	
  of	
  patient	
  care	
  from	
  early	
  
detection	
  through	
  post-­‐surgical	
  treatment.	
  	
  

Brain	
  Science	
  Foundation	
  uses	
  a	
  portfolio	
  approach	
  to	
  building	
  
its	
  grant	
  program.	
  Portfolios	
  are	
  designed	
  to	
  create	
  depth	
  and	
  
interconnectedness	
  between	
  projects	
  to	
  leverage	
  change.	
  	
  

An Approach Based  
on Results 
As	
  of	
  2010,	
  the	
  Brain	
  Science	
  Foundation	
  has	
  funded	
  well	
  
over	
  $10m	
  toward	
  research,	
  education,	
  and	
  patient	
  support,	
  
which	
  has	
  resulted	
  in	
  nearly	
  $30m	
  in	
  research	
  funding	
  grants	
  
from	
  other	
  sources.	
  A	
  few	
  of	
  BSF’s	
  recent	
  highlights	
  include:	
  

 Meningioma	
  Awareness	
  Day	
  (MAD),	
  the	
  Brain	
  Science	
  
Foundation’s	
  signature	
  program,	
  annually	
  attracts	
  nearly	
  
300	
  people	
  from	
  around	
  the	
  world	
  to	
  hear	
  about	
  cutting	
  
edge	
  research	
  advancements	
  in	
  meningioma	
  diagnosis,	
  
treatment,	
  and	
  therapy	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  quality	
  of	
  life	
  and	
  
health	
  related	
  issues.	
  	
  

 Principal	
  Investigator,	
  Elizabeth	
  Claus,	
  M.D.,	
  Ph.D.,	
  has	
  
received	
  two	
  separate	
  grants	
  totaling	
  $15MM	
  from	
  the	
  
National	
  Institute	
  of	
  Health	
  to	
  continue	
  her	
  intense	
  study	
  
on	
  Meningioma	
  Epidemiology.	
  Dr.	
  Claus	
  and	
  her	
  
colleagues	
  confirm	
  that	
  this	
  funding	
  would	
  not	
  have	
  been	
  
possible	
  if	
  it	
  were	
  not	
  for	
  the	
  financial	
  support	
  of	
  the	
  
foundation	
  throughout	
  her	
  preliminary	
  study.	
  Dr.	
  Claus’s	
  
work	
  aids	
  in	
  the	
  future	
  understanding	
  of	
  why	
  certain	
  
genetic	
  foundations	
  of	
  families	
  are	
  more	
  prevalent	
  to	
  
meningiomas	
  and	
  could	
  lead	
  to	
  prevention	
  or	
  early	
  
detection	
  to	
  minimize	
  the	
  effects	
  of	
  these	
  brain	
  tumors.	
  	
  

 	
  Principal	
  Investigator	
  Alexandra	
  Golby,	
  M.D.,	
  is	
  recognized	
  
as	
  a	
  pioneer	
  in	
  her	
  field	
  with	
  the	
  development	
  of	
  a	
  one-­‐of-­‐
a-­‐kind	
  Advanced	
  Multimodality	
  Image	
  Guided	
  Operating	
  
(AMIGO)	
  Suite.	
  The	
  momentum	
  of	
  Dr.	
  Golby’s	
  science	
  
intensified	
  due	
  to	
  the	
  foresight	
  of	
  the	
  Brain	
  Science	
  
Foundation	
  in	
  funding	
  of	
  her	
  research.	
  When	
  put	
  into	
  
practice,	
  the	
  AMIGO	
  enables	
  intraoperative	
  real-­‐time	
  
anatomical	
  imaging	
  modalities	
  like	
  x-­‐ray	
  and	
  ultrasound,	
  
combined	
  with	
  cross	
  sectional	
  digital	
  imaging	
  systems	
  
like	
  CT,	
  MRI,	
  and	
  PET,	
  during	
  surgery.	
  	
  

Get Involved! 
For	
  more	
  information	
  on	
  the	
  Brain	
  Science	
  Foundation,	
  please	
  visit	
  our	
  website	
  or	
  	
  
contact	
  us	
  directly.	
  	
  

The	
  generosity	
  of	
  donors	
  allows	
  the	
  Brain	
  Science	
  Foundation	
  to	
  expand	
  and	
  to	
  continue	
  	
  
to	
  advance	
  treatments,	
  patient	
  care	
  and	
  ultimately	
  a	
  cure	
  for	
  meningioma.	
  Donations	
  can	
  	
  
be	
  made	
  through	
  our	
  website	
  or	
  you	
  can	
  call	
  for	
  other	
  options.	
  	
  
	
  

Brain	
  Science	
  Foundation	
  
148	
  Linden	
  Street,	
  Suite	
  303	
  
Wellesley,	
  MA	
  02482	
  	
  
Tel:	
  781-­‐239-­‐2903	
  	
  

info@brainsciencefoundation.org	
  
	
  

Dr.	
  Elizabeth	
  B.	
  Claus,	
  M.D.,	
  Ph.D.,	
  Professor	
  and	
  Director	
  of	
  Medical	
  
Research	
  at	
  Yale	
  University	
  School	
  of	
  Public	
  Health,	
  Attending	
  Neurosurgeon	
  
at	
  Brigham	
  &	
  Women’s	
  Hospital,	
  	
  and	
  Brain	
  Science	
  Foundation	
  	
  Principal	
  
Investigator	
  talking	
  with	
  William	
  Gormley,	
  M.D.,	
  Director,	
  Brigham	
  and	
  
Women’s	
  Neurosurgical	
  Critical	
  Care	
  Unit	
  at	
  the	
  2010	
  Meningioma	
  
Awareness	
  Day.	
  Brain	
  Science	
  Foundation	
  created	
  and	
  sponsored	
  this	
  event	
  
to	
  give	
  patients	
  and	
  their	
  families	
  the	
  chance	
  to	
  learn	
  about	
  their	
  disease,	
  
including	
  one-­‐on-­‐one	
  time	
  to	
  ask	
  questions	
  of	
  experts	
  in	
  the	
  field.	
  

 
	
  

	
  	
  

Attending	
  Neurosurgeon	
  

Department	
  of	
  Neurosurgery	
  

Brigham	
  and	
  Women’s	
  Hospital	
  

	
  

Find	
  us	
  online!	
  
www.brainsciencefoundation.org	
  	
  
	
  
	
  


